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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC. LI 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS: TRANSPORTATION SECTOR 

REFS: (A) STATE 155899 (B) 77 MONROVIA 8143 (C) STATE 125300 

1 . IN RESPONSE REFTEL A, FOLLOWING ARE TRANSPORTATION SECTOR 
PROJECTS WHICH MAY DEVELOP DURING NEXT FIVE YEARS: 

A. AS REPORTED REFTEL B, STUDY NOW UNDER WAY FOR POSSIBLE 
EXPANSION OF FREEPORT OF MONROVIA. WEST GERMAN FIRM RHINE & 

RUHR PERFORMING STUDY WHICH IS PROJECTED FOR COMPLETION IN ABOUT 
NOVEMBER 1978 AND SHOULD INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 
FORMER DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY, EDWARD WESLEY. HAS 
SPECULATED THAT RECOMMENDATIONS WILL INCLUDE STRENGTHENING AND 
IMPROVING EXISTING FACILITIES AND CONSTRUCTION OF AT LEAST THREE 

NEW BERTHS, ONE OF WHICH WOULD BE SPECIALLY DESIGNED TO SERVE 
CONTAINER CARGO. 

B. PLANS FOR GUINEA'S MEFERGUI-NIMB A IRON ORE PROJECT PROCEEDING 
WELL (REFTEL C). IRON ORE TO BE SHIPPED TO LIBERIA'S PORT OF 
BUCHANAN FOR EXPORT OVER LAMCO RAILROAD. IF PROJECT AGREEMENT 
REACHED, ORE TRANSPORTATION WILL REQUIRE EXTENSION OF EXISTING 
LAMCO RAIL FROM NIMBA TO MEFERGUI, NEW ROLLING STOCK TO CARRY THE 
ORE, ADDITIONAL RAILROAD SIDINGS, AND EXPANSION OF RAIL TERMINAL 
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AND PORT FACILITIES AT BUCHANAN. LAMCO WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR OPERATION OF RAILROAD. 

C. INTEREST CONTINUES IN WOLOGISI IRON ORE PROJECT AMONG MEMBERS 
CONSORTIUM HEADED BY JAPAN'S KAWASAKI STEEL. CONSORTIUM EXPECTED 
TO MAKE DECISION WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH PROJECT BY OCTOBER/ 
NOVEMBER 1979. SHOULD PROJECT PROCEED, SLURRY PIPELINE WILL BE CON- 
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STRUCTED TO MOVE ORE FROM WOLOGISI TO ROBERTSPORT. CONSORTIUM 
SEEKING ASSISTANCE FROM JAPANESE GOVERNMENT FOR FINANCING PORTIONS 
OF POROJECT'S INFRASTRUCTURE. 

D. LIBERIA MINING COMPANY (LMC) WHICH CEASED MINING OPERATIONS 
IN MARCH 1977 HAS CONTINUING INTEREST IN DEVELOPING BIE MOUNTAIN 
IRON ORE DEPOSITIS. AGREEMENT SIGNED RECENTLY BY GOVERNMENT AND 
LMC RELATING PRIMARILY TO DISPOSITION OF LMC ASSETS INCLUDES 
PLEDGE TO WORK COOPERATIVELY TOWARD NEGOTIATION OF BIE MOUNTAIN 
CONCESSION. SHOULD PROJECT PROCEED, NEW RAIL SPUR OF APPROXIMATELY 
TWELVE MILES WILL BE BUILT TO LINK BIE MOUNTAIN WITH EXISTING LMC 
RAILROAD. OLD LMC RAILROAD WILL REQUIRE COMPLETE RENOVATION. 
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